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Collaborating Organisations
The project seeks to strengthen collaboration with and between the following
organisations and NGOs.

e National Heritage Fund
e Mauritian Wildlife Foundation
e Friends of Environment
e Société de I'Histoire de I’lle Maurice
e The Mauritius Museums Council
e University of Mauritius and other Educational Institutions
e SOS Patrimoine
e Mauritius Marine Conservation Society.
Objectives

To ensure the preservation of Ile de la Passe for future generations of Mauritians by
heightening public and international awareness through brochures, publications, tourist trails,
information panels, public talks and exhibitions, in combination with a maintenance and
enhancement program.

Background
Since 1989, research by members of the Société de I’Histoire has raised interest in lle de
la Passe. At the 1996 International Conference on the Fortifications of Mauritius it was
proposed that Ile de la Passe be nominated as a World Heritage Site. In 2002 the NHF
commissioned an architectural and archaeological study. With the backing of Earthwatch and
local sponsors the project expanded to embrace several long-term aims and objectives which
include:
(i) Increasing public awareness of the importance of lle de la Passe to Mauritian Heritage.
(it) Ensuring preservation of this asset for future generations of Mauritians
(iii) Adding to the stock of assets and attractions in the Mahébourg Bay area with potential
for economic development and increasing tourism.
As the project progresses there is increasing involvement of Mauritian students and
volunteers.

Figure 1. Ile de la Passe and lle aux Fouquets as seen on
the horizon from the beach at Pointe d’Esny.
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INTRODUCTION

Figure 2. lle de la Passe, with its unique eighteenth and early nineteenth century
remains, has to be preserved for future generations of Mauritians.

2010 marks the 200" anniversary of the Battle of Grant Port. The main purpose of the
Ile de la Passe Heritage Project is to assist in every way possible the implementation of a
National Heritage Fund program of preservation and restoration of the islet. Involvement of
Mauritian students and volunteers in fieldwork, post-fieldwork and outreach activities
contribute to the training of young Mauritians who will thus be better prepared to take on
responsibilities for the preservation of Cultural Heritage. At the same time full cognisance of
the fragile ecology has to be taken.

lle de la Passe is under increasing and immediate threat as well as being subject to
intense long term pressures. These dangers include:

1. Use of the islet and its standing remains by groups of Mauritians for recreation,
including camping in buildings, cooking in and against buildings and general lack of
regard for the remains (through ignorance). There are also low levels of vandalism.
Increasing tourism that is causing erosion of ramparts.

3. Break up of World War Two reinforced concrete which has reached the end of its
expected life. The result is both dangerous to visitors and threatens to cause
irreparable damage to three of the most important standing structures (the French
Storehouse, the British Observation Tower and the World War Two underground
Generator Halls).

For the islet to have a sustainable future the situation must be monitored, a management
plan prepared, assets enhanced and public awareness increased.
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MEASURABLES

Measurables listed in the proposal are discussed below.

e The project's success can be measured by regular monitoring of the condition of the
islet as well as by the levels of participation in activities connected with public
outreach.

Trips to clean the islet and control the vegetation growth were organised by the project
team during the project duration. Subsequently it was proposed that the NHF should continue
cleaning operations on a regular basis and it was approved by the Board that cleaning
operations would be scheduled every 3 to 4 months.

e A record of the number of visitors, especially groups of school children and university
students, to the 2008 exhibition will be kept. A visitors book will provide an
opportunity for feedback.

Although it was not possible to record systematically the number of visitors, during the
trips organised for cleaning operations and as site visits for students taking modules related to
Heritage and Archaeology it was noted that ongoing boat activity brought a good number of
visitors to lle de la Passe before the groups are taken to the neighbouring lle au Fouquet (also
known as lle au Phare) where the lighthouse shelters numerous barbecues.

e The level of demand for organised talks and guided visits to the exhibition will provide
one indication the degree to which public awareness has been heightened.

The powerpoint presentation was prepared in 2009 by the project coordinator, Dilshaad
Balbobia, and research assistants. The first talk was organised by Mr Lalande of the NHF and
took place at the Emmanuel Anquetil School in Mahebourg on the 2™ February 2010. The
talk, given by Francoise Summers, was attended by Form V students. It is hoped that Mr
Lalande, is the NHF Education Officer will be able to arrange for more talks to be given
during 2010.

e The number of Mauritians visiting the islet because of its importance as a cultural
heritage site will provide added impetus to the implementation of conservation
measures.

Ille de la Passe continues to be an exciting destination to Mauritians who enjoy the
expedition, often with the purpose of fishing and barbecuing. It is however very clear that
more stringent measures must be taken so as to avoid deterioration and damage to the
standing structures. lle de la Passe should remain accessible and visits facilitated but
controlled. In this respect the NHF is following procedures for the building of a quay and in
January the Board approved the proposed project. This has the full support of the Minister
Bunwaree himself who has suggested that facilities for embarkation from Mahébourg must
also be improved. Once the quay is completed the NHF will start implementing its restoration
program for which a substantial budget has already been approved.



e Participation of local stakeholders, especially boatmen and guides, in training and
dissemination of information as well as in monitoring the condition of the islet will
provide a further indication of the interest in potential generated by the project.

Local boatmen have been given maps and copies of the Pocket Guide to lle de la Passe
and were able to sell some copies to visitors. They have also been encouraged, when the
opportunity presented itself, to ensure that their party do not leave behind their rubbish.

e Sales of the pocket guide, generating funds which should be injected back to the
project, will be a good indicator of success.

The book was launched by Minister Bunwaree during the opening of the Ile de la Passe
exhibition at the Blue Penny Museum in February 2009 and copies were sold in the Museum
bookshop. Initial sales of the Pocket Guide were managed by the Project team and the NHF.
Since November 2009 CODIT has taken over distribution to major bookshops and touristic
hotels in Mauritius. The sales figures for December were a very encouraging.

ACTIVITIES

Completion of activities initially scheduled to run from July 2008 to March 2009 was of
necessity extended to late in 20009.

The lle de la Passe exhibition at the Mahébourg National History Museum was
inaugurated in August 2008 by the Minister of Arts and Culture, Mahendra Gowressoo. In
February 2009, his successor Dr The Hon Vasant Kumar Bunwaree Minister of Education,
Culture and Human opened the same exhibition this time housed at the Blue Penny Museum
in Port Louis. The exhibition lle de la Passe, Jewel of Mauritian Heritage / Joyau du
Patrimoine Mauricien, is to be once more set up at Mahebourg as part of the program to
commemorate the bicentenary of the Battle of Grand Port in 2010.

The opening at the Blue Penny Museum was also the occasion to launch the Ile de la
Passe Pocket Guide written by Geoffrey and Francoise Summers. Formatted and printed by
MSM Co. Ltd, the Pocket Guide is laminated and thus will not be damaged by rain or
splashing water during the boat trip. The leaflet, lle de la Passe, Jewel of Mauritian Heritage /
Joyau du Patrimoine Mauricien, sponsored by the 2007-08 grant from the Mauritius
Commercial Bank, was reprinted for distribution at the Blue Penny Museum. The map on the
inside page of the brochure was also printed and laminated as an A3 format which could be
taken on the boat without fear of damage if wet.

Cleaning, maintenance and monitoring of the islet takes place on a regular basis and
trips to undertake cleaning and vegetation control are scheduled to take place every 3 or 4
months. In 2009 the trips were partly financed by the MCB budget but it must be noted that
the NHF covers the cost of the scheduled trips. Mr Kaviraj Juleeman was responsible for two
trips, the first in October 2009 and the second in February 2010.

The main panel placed near the landing place has not yet been updated but new panels
will be installed once the jetty is completed and disembarkation of people and material
facilitated.



There was no formal training of local boatmen and guides but when the opportunity
arose, the project team passed on as much information as possible to boatmen and guides.
Tourist trails and information panels have not yet been put in place but are included in the
2010 program.

Other Long Term Goals
The long term goals listed below did not form part of the 2008-09 proposal, but there is
progress towards these goals.

Inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List

The target date for inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List was 2010, the
200th anniversary of the Battle of Grand Port which was fought in August 1810. This
significant event in Mauritian and world history has the potential to raise international
awareness of Mauritius and its unrivalled attractions as a tourist destination. The NHF has
submitted the necessary documentation to the Ministry. Mrs Thannoo who was appointed as
the Director of the NHF in August 2009 has confirmed that the matter would be followed up
by the NHF.

Publication of an Illustrated Book on lle de la Passe

Publication of a substantial semi-popular book, with corporate backing will need
additional time and resources but there is sufficient material and information for its
production.

August 2010 - 200th anniversary of the Battle of Grand Port

It was suggested that events connected with the 200th anniversary of the Battle of
Grand Port could include the establishment of a Mahébourg Bay Heritage Trail (cultural and
natural), a major exhibition on the battle in the National History Museum at Mahébourg, a
brochure to accompany the exhibition, a new pocket guidebook for the Mahébourg Bay area,
and extensive media coverage.

Figure 3.
Restoration work
such as that carried
out previously at the
Upper Battery with
the help of masons
from the Aapravasi
Ghat Trust Fund
helps preserving the
monuments.
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Figure 5. Heat from the barbecues set up next to the walls damage the fossilized
sand blocks.



Figure 6. Visit in January 2009 with students from the University of Mauritius
and a team to clean the islet.



Figure 7. In August 2009, Honorable Minister Bunwaree visited the Mahebourg
Fish Landing Station to discuss issues related to the construction of jetties.

Figure 8. The existing jetty at the Fish Landing Station in August 20009.



Figure 9. Visiting lle de la Passe with students from the University of
Mauritius and a team to clean the islet in January 20009.



Figure 10. The Blue
Penny Museum at Le
Caudan, Port Louis.

Figure 11. Dr Anwar
Janoo setting up the
bones and shell display at
the Blue Penny Museum.

Figure 12. Refreshments
served after the opening.

10



Fig 13. Opening of the lle de la Passe exhibition by the Honorable Minister
Bunwaree at the Blue Penny Museum in Februaru 2009. The lle de la Passe
Pocket Guide was launched on the same occasion by the Honourable Minister.
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Figure 14. The lle de la Passe artefacts are housed at the National History
Museum in Mahebourg where a small permanent display has been set up on the
first floor.

Figure 15.The display on lle de la Passe at the Mahebourg National History
Museum was set up in August 20009.
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Figure 16. Geoffrey Summers explaining to students from the University of
Mauritius the importance of archaeological finds from lle de la Passe.

Figure 17. Students helped preparing artefacts from Ile de la Passe for display at
the Mahébourg National History Museum.
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Figure 18. In February 2010 the NHF organised a trip to lle de la Passe with the
team of ladies from a small cleaning company based in Plaine Magnien. A
gardener with his grass cutting machine accompanied the team. Regular cleaning
operations help to keep the vegetation under control. It must be noted that advice
is sought from the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation regarding some of the
vegetation which should not be cut down as it provides refuge for some of the
reptiles that have been reintroduced on the islet by Dr Nik Cole and his team. The
Coast Guard once more helped removing the sacs of rubbish collected.
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Figur 19. lllustrated talk to Form V students at the Emmanuel
Anquetil School in Mahébourg in February 2010.

BENEFICIARIES
Beneficiaries include:

e Local organisations and institutions (MWF, Museums etc).

e Schools and educational institutions benefiting from the program of public outreach.

e Local licensed boatmen and guides benefiting from an increased visitor numbers, both
Mauritian and international.

e Tourist hotels and tour companies by the provision of a heritage focal point in the
Mahébourg Bay.

e Small-scale employment of workmen for maintenance. A very good example is the
small cleaning company based in Plaine Magnien employing a staff of ladies under the
leadership of a very dynamic and enterprising director, Stephanie.

Monitoring and maintenance activities ensure that any negative impact is stopped before
damage becomes irreversible. Beneficiaries become aware of the importance of protecting
resources as they come to appreciate these assets as being theirs in their own right for their
own posterity while also having potential as sources of tourist revenues.

Boatmen, guides, hotels and travel agents have assisted with the distribution of the
brochure and in 2009 with the sales of the Pocket Guide.

Groups from schools and other educational institutions are being encouraged to visit the
Museum of Mahébourg where a small permanent exhibition is now is place. In this respect it
was very sad to hear of the loss of the Acting Director Sunil Nossib, whose enthusiasm and
dynamism contributed very significantly to the progress and development of the project.
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The benefits and impacts of the Ile de la Passe Heritage Project to society at large is first
of all the preservation of the rich Cultural Heritage on lle de la Passe for future generations of
Mauritians who will be able to appreciate their heritage and environment. It is also
contributing significantly to the stock of assets and attractions in southern Mauritius. Local
communities can hope to enjoy recreation on a clean and safe islet.

Figure 19. lle de la Passe left clean.

FUTURE PERSPECTIVES

The participation of Mauritian volunteers has always been welcome. MCB employees
and others could participate during the fieldwork campaigns, as well as in cleaning and
maintenance visits. MCB employees with IT skills or interests in education could participate
in a range of outreach activities that include web page design and the creation of information
packs for schools.

It is anticipated that the lle de la Passe Heritage Project will continue to bring together
different organisations each with their particular fields of expertise, such as administration
and management, ecology or history. This would make significant contributions towards the
sustainable long-term management of the Cultural Heritage at lle de la Passe and ensure that it
fills its rightful place within the rich and unique Natural and Cultural Heritage Landscape of
the Mahébourg Bay.

lle de la Passe project will make an excellent model for the preservation and
management of other Heritage sites in Mauritius. Activities that increase public awareness can
be a model for similar programs of monitoring and public outreach. In particular, it is to be
hoped that the lle de la Passe model can be adapted and expanded to include other cultural
and natural assets within the Mahébourg Bay area.
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APPENDIX |

lle de la Passe Exhibition 2008-09
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PANEL 3
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PANEL 4

POWDER HOUSE

The: most impressive buliding on lle de (2 Paste. the Powder House, was
denigned to keap dry wooden barrels of gorpowdar, The enclerare wall,
ehicker on the wait and racth. sided, pot only protecied the building from
ey B but, abows sl protected the garriscn in the event of an
enplosion. The Powder House ine comists of thick walls strengthened by
prong buttreiset and & doubls pisched roal mads of coral alstn rendared
with argarmasse. a pink waterprool martar. The barred wault made from
eorsl blocks and tha tame pink martar i reinforoed with twe hadali ik,
An opening on either tide provided vencilacon and would have decreased
sufficiently the power of an intermal explosion to prevent the vaul being
blasted agart o the endangerment of the garrisan
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PANEL 5
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PANEL 6

SENTRY POSTS,  GUERITE,
DITCHES AND QUARRIES g § FOSSES ET CARRIERES
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PANEL 7

MILTARY ALTION AT ILE DE LA PASSE
ALCTION MILITAIRE SUR ILE DE LA PASSE

The capture of lle de ka Passe, 14 August 1810

T all began on the mght of 14 Aupat 1810 whan, under the
cover of darkness and heary rain, frrg British long boat
contsning 7| officers and men under Liewtenants Morman,
‘Watling and Chadk approached lle de la Passe. They scaled the
wall &n tha weit side and doembarkes by tha linding plate, on
the north side, wivere Morman was shat throsugh the heare.
Watling neverthelens crossed the mlet to join Chads wha had
rakr thep somh-aaay ede. A wemry and wo other men of the
50 deflerading the ket were killed, a1 were five Bricigh,

The Bartle of Grand Porr, 24 - 17 August 1810

Ten days later; lod by Captain Duperré, the French division
condsiting of threa war dhips, the Bellona, Mmerva and Victor, and 3
eaptured Indiarmanm, the Ceylon, arrived in frong of lle de s Passa,
unareare that the itet hud been mken by the enemy. Action began
wir the Briglah forca on lle de b Paiie ralied the French Bag 1o
larw in the Franch division. As these ships entered the pass, the
French flag was lowered and the Bricivh flag run up whiile Briceh
unnsers fired cannora on the Uipper Battery. The French
micceeded in forcing their way though the pass o find refuge ar the
end of the bay. hext to Mabébourg, Teo days lter the English
blocksde divigion wrrived and ennered the paty. Ag the e of Ted
days of ferce and bicody combar inside the bay of Grand Port the
Britith wern Béster. The Bartle'of Grand Port was the st great
French naal wiciory ower the Britivh

La Capture de Clie de la Passe, 14 aott 1810

Toun commence |a nuit du 14 aoiic 1810, lorsque, dans Mobscurize e
acui |l pluie. ging embarcation brigsanniques avec 71 i ik
officier 1A b5 commands des leutenint Nosman, Waling ot
Chads sccostent Mle de la Pasae. B franchissent be mur dencere
chtd cuet ot descendent odtd nolfd s debarcadere, lorsque
Marman esxtouckd au ceeur. Watling fraschin le mor ooest et regoint
Chads gl 2'est empare du obite sd est. Une sentieplle oo deus des
5B autres Bommet qui diferaden e, ainsi gue 5 britarrsgr
troarvent s mort durant Macmaque.
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La bataille de Grand Port, anie 14 - 27, 1810

D jours ples tard ls division frangase du Cagsmine Duperrd comprenant tros
navires de guerre; b Bellone, la Minerve of le Victor, ainsi que d'un Indaman
capeurd, s Coylon, arrivent on (3ce de Clle de |3 Prse, ne sschant pas que Mot
ssc occopé par Nennemi. Lsction commence koniges ks bricnnigues sur e de'ls
Pagse hisse bt drapeiu fargais pour tromper la divisicn frangalee. Diéi que ke
navires emrent dars ls passe, le drapesu francal est destendy et be drapeau
anglas hissé pendant que les artifeurs bricarmagoes cuvrent few avec bes canom
e s Batterie Supdrieors. Lai ancais rbussisiant & F\‘;I“rjr padiage ol io
ritfugient us fond de by baie, prés de Mahebourg, Dieux jours plus mrd s divakon
snglase armive et ancre dans a panse. Aprn deus jours de po
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PANEL 8

SUR L'ILE DE LA PASSE
1810 - 1939

L decuments britannigues wor la geine de Me en 1810
afiticnni quitre cancerd da 24-Eyred, neul cancr de 18-l
et rois morsers de |3 pouces. Apris leur victoire ner Mapoléon
en [BI5. les brtanniquas, confiants, sont rétoents 3 dégenter leury
resssurees pour anstliorer lea délemes chdres. Dws plans pour
conttrare wie tour Martello jur Ml da la Passe sont approuvis

renwopEs puis shandannes

DH".EHELAPASSE
1810 - 1939

Bricith records of
chi capture of thee Bber in | 810 s fowr 24 wnd nine | B-
powsd cannona and three | 3-inch montars. Alker 1815, with
Mapolean besten, the British felr 1de and confiders, reluctant 1o
expend resources on wrengifering coaal deferces, Plams 1o
buaild a Martello Tawer on lle de le Passe wene approved,
delayed and then sbandcaed. Mo endence of coniiruction
dharing thiy period fas been found, sithoagh uniform bustons
attest (o soeme mildary pretenie on the et which wai
parrisoned el | B38 when troops wers moved back o the
maintand. Tha sarbest graffi, which would surely not have:
been gt if the bulldings were in use. wers carved by Britah

O ' retrowvk sucune presve de conmmecton datant de oetoe période. quokges
qualgquin boutens dundarmet mdquant une pridence mildars wor el g et
oocupéa jusqu'en |BXE, jusgusu oranafery des oroupes & Maurice. Les premiers
Erafisia gravin. par let troupes bratarnigart ne seraigng siremens pa bz b
bithments émient encore utilists. ls mentionnent les régiments, les numéres
denrdlement et les dates ainsl que les insigres. Les grands voiliers. Douverture du
Canal de Sz ot Farvivia de vaisssasn § wager transforment Maurics dune base
navale Mrategique i une grande Fudl.lm'h sucrdre. B fes en verre et

dates an well 33 regimantal insigria. By the end of the 19th
cenury the development of iding clippery, the opening of
hhtﬂ-ﬂhﬂ“n\‘mw e céramiquan témaignon de vitites sccniannelio phadt que do priamce
Pawsritiun froem 3 sermtugie naead buse 0o 3 erucial presocer o permmanence sur Mor Au 2e sische, on érige trom sructures, b Tour  Observasion,
of cane sugar, Glass boriles and cerimic dishes stiest to ‘1:"7..-'..,"" hWﬂ;Wuhwgmﬂwﬂ'mﬂ*
FUrS en L] nmm FEITOAE des FUUCTUrEs
oecaubonal viits rather than any permanest prevernce on the s hrags

“index. In the 20ch Cervtiary three buldings, the Observarion o —— .

Towar tha Central Bubding and the Suarchiight Bulding wirs  sao—— s —— == coméncton bl
bualt in 3 divtinetive stybe with basal walls and pre-cast
concrete te blocka. Buildings of the same construction can be
mean at Pointe du Diable, Their sxact date s uncertain; a8
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SECONDE GUERRE MONDI.

Wit better description than that written in May 1005 by Saf
Sergeant Clanide Michel whi was himiell posted
on e do s Pagie.

Chelle mefewre description que oelle dorme en mal 2005 par ke
serpand-chel Claode Michel qul, lul-mime, kit poscé 3 Nie da la
Passe durset la Seconda Guerre Mondiske,
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APPENDIX 11

Photos of Soldiers on lle de la Passe during WWII
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Can you help us?
We are searching for
any letters,
phatographs,
memoirs or other
accounts of troops
who were posted
on lle de la Passe in
World War Two.
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APPENDIX 111

The lle de la Passe Table Mat
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