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REPORT ON THE MCB 2008-09 CSR GRANT 
TO THE ILE DE LA PASSE HERITAGE PROJECT 

 
The Ile de la Passe Heritage Project - National Heritage Fund 
 
 The Ile de la Passe Heritage Project, led by Geoffrey and Françoise Summers, operates 
under the auspices of the National Heritage Fund to secure an interest in Ile de la Passe and 
consolidate its status as a National Heritage Site.  
 
National Heritage Fund 

Mrs. Minakshi Thannoo 
Director 
National Heritage Fund 
Fon Sing Building 
Rue Edith Cavell 
Port Louis 

 
 
Tel: (230) 213 1571 

(230) 210 7758 
Fax: (230) 208 6728 
E-mail: heritage@intnet.mu 

 
Project Leaders 

Françoise and Geoffrey Summers 
Faculty of Architecture 
Middle East Technical University 
Ankara 06531, TURKEY 
 

Project Leaders Address in Mauritius 
4 Val de Loire 
Rue Brown Séquard 
Curepipe 
 

METU Tel/Fax: (90 312) 210 6216 
Home Tel/Fax: (90 312) 210 1485 
Mobile in Mauritius: 731 1535 
e-mail: fsummers@metu.edu.tr 
 
 
Tel: 631 3902 
Mobile: 731 1535 
Fax: 674 1751 
E-mail: fsummers@metu.edu.tr 

 
Project Co-ordinator 

Dilshaad Balbolia 
37 Avenue des Manguiers 
Quatre-Bornes 
 

Tel: 465 6553 and 465 7299 
Mobile Tel: 778 6539 
E-mail: adi.ba@intnet.mu 

 Researchers 
 The individuals listed below have been involved in different aspects of the research. 

 Architecture: Françoise Summers 
 Archaeology and Heritage: Geoffrey Summers  
 Heritage and History: Dilshaad Balbolia 
 History: Philippe La Hausse de la Louvière and Marina Carter 
 Archaeozoology and Palaeontology: Anwar Janoo and Owen Griffiths 
 Archaeology: Jayshree Mungur 
 Underwater Archaeology and Artifact Conservation: Yann von Arnim 
 Ecology: Pierre Baissac and Vincent Florens  
 Wildlife: Nick Cole, Ashok Khadun, Vikash Tatayah and Jean Claude Sevathian 
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Collaborating Organisations 
 The project seeks to strengthen collaboration with and between the following 
organisations and NGOs. 
 

• National Heritage Fund 
• Mauritian Wildlife Foundation 
• Friends of Environment 
• Société de l'Histoire de l’Ile Maurice 
• The Mauritius Museums Council 
• University of Mauritius and other Educational Institutions 
• SOS Patrimoine 
• Mauritius Marine Conservation Society. 

 
Objectives 
 To ensure the preservation of Ile de la Passe for future generations of Mauritians by 
heightening public and international awareness through brochures, publications, tourist trails, 
information panels, public talks and exhibitions, in combination with a maintenance and 
enhancement program. 
 
Background 
 Since 1989, research by members of the Société de l’Histoire has raised interest in Ile de 
la Passe. At the 1996 International Conference on the Fortifications of Mauritius it was 
proposed that Ile de la Passe be nominated as a World Heritage Site. In 2002 the NHF 
commissioned an architectural and archaeological study. With the backing of Earthwatch and 
local sponsors the project expanded to embrace several long-term aims and objectives which 
include:  

(i) Increasing public awareness of the importance of Ile de la Passe to Mauritian Heritage.  
(ii) Ensuring preservation of this asset for future generations of Mauritians  
(iii) Adding to the stock of assets and attractions in the Mahébourg Bay area with potential 

for economic development and increasing tourism. 
 As the project progresses there is increasing involvement of Mauritian students and 
volunteers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 1. Ile de la Passe and Ile aux Fouquets as seen on 
the horizon from the beach at Pointe d’Esny. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 2. Ile de la Passe, with its unique eighteenth and early nineteenth century 
remains, has to be preserved for future generations of Mauritians. 

 
 
 2010 marks the 200th anniversary of the Battle of Grant Port. The main purpose of the 
Ile de la Passe Heritage Project is to assist in every way possible the implementation of a 
National Heritage Fund program of preservation and restoration of the islet. Involvement of 
Mauritian students and volunteers in fieldwork, post-fieldwork and outreach activities 
contribute to the training of young Mauritians who will thus be better prepared to take on 
responsibilities for the preservation of Cultural Heritage. At the same time full cognisance of 
the fragile ecology has to be taken. 
 Ile de la Passe is under increasing and immediate threat as well as being subject to 
intense long term pressures. These dangers include: 

1. Use of the islet and its standing remains by groups of Mauritians for recreation, 
including camping in buildings, cooking in and against buildings and general lack of 
regard for the remains (through ignorance). There are also low levels of vandalism. 

2. Increasing tourism that is causing erosion of ramparts. 
3. Break up of World War Two reinforced concrete which has reached the end of its 

expected life. The result is both dangerous to visitors and threatens to cause 
irreparable damage to three of the most important standing structures (the French 
Storehouse, the British Observation Tower and the World War Two underground 
Generator Halls). 

 For the islet to have a sustainable future the situation must be monitored, a management 
plan prepared, assets enhanced and public awareness increased. 
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MEASURABLES 
 
Measurables listed in the proposal are discussed below. 
 
 

• The project's success can be measured by regular monitoring of the condition of the 
islet as well as by the levels of participation in activities connected with public 
outreach.  

 
Trips to clean the islet and control the vegetation growth were organised by the project 

team during the project duration. Subsequently it was proposed that the NHF should continue 
cleaning operations on a regular basis and it was approved by the Board that cleaning 
operations would be scheduled every 3 to 4 months.  
 
 

• A record of the number of visitors, especially groups of school children and university 
students, to the 2008 exhibition will be kept. A visitors book will provide an 
opportunity for feedback. 

 
Although it was not possible to record systematically the number of visitors, during the 

trips organised for cleaning operations and as site visits for students taking modules related to 
Heritage and Archaeology it was noted that ongoing boat activity brought a good number of 
visitors to Ile de la Passe before the groups are taken to the neighbouring Ile au Fouquet (also 
known as Ile au Phare) where the lighthouse shelters numerous barbecues. 
 
 

• The level of demand for organised talks and guided visits to the exhibition will provide 
one indication the degree to which public awareness has been heightened. 

 
The powerpoint presentation was prepared in 2009 by the project coordinator, Dilshaad 

Balbobia, and research assistants. The first talk was organised by Mr Lalande of the NHF and 
took place at the Emmanuel Anquetil School in Mahebourg on the 2nd February 2010. The 
talk, given by Francoise Summers, was attended by Form V students. It is hoped that Mr 
Lalande, is the NHF Education Officer will be able to arrange for more talks to be given 
during 2010. 
 
 

• The number of Mauritians visiting the islet because of its importance as a cultural 
heritage site will provide added impetus to the implementation of conservation 
measures.  

 
Ile de la Passe continues to be an exciting destination to Mauritians who enjoy the 

expedition, often with the purpose of fishing and barbecuing. It is however very clear that 
more stringent measures must be taken so as to avoid deterioration and damage to the 
standing structures. Ile de la Passe should remain accessible and visits facilitated but 
controlled. In this respect the NHF is following procedures for the building of a quay and in 
January the Board approved the proposed project. This has the full support of the Minister 
Bunwaree himself who has suggested that facilities for embarkation from Mahébourg must 
also be improved. Once the quay is completed the NHF will start implementing its restoration 
program for which a substantial budget has already been approved. 
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• Participation of local stakeholders, especially boatmen and guides, in training and 
dissemination of information as well as in monitoring the condition of the islet will 
provide a further indication of the interest in potential generated by the project. 

 
Local boatmen have been given maps and copies of the Pocket Guide to Ile de la Passe 

and were able to sell some copies to visitors. They have also been encouraged, when the 
opportunity presented itself, to ensure that their party do not leave behind their rubbish. 

 
 

• Sales of the pocket guide, generating funds which should be injected back to the 
project, will be a good indicator of success.  

 
The book was launched by Minister Bunwaree during the opening of the Ile de la Passe 

exhibition at the Blue Penny Museum in February 2009 and copies were sold in the Museum 
bookshop. Initial sales of the Pocket Guide were managed by the Project team and the NHF. 
Since November 2009 CODIT has taken over distribution to major bookshops and touristic 
hotels in Mauritius. The sales figures for December were a very encouraging. 
 
 

ACTIVITIES 
 
 Completion of activities initially scheduled to run from July 2008 to March 2009 was of 
necessity extended to late in 2009.  
 

The Ile de la Passe exhibition at the Mahébourg National History Museum was 
inaugurated in August 2008 by the Minister of Arts and Culture, Mahendra Gowressoo. In 
February 2009, his successor Dr The Hon Vasant Kumar Bunwaree Minister of Education, 
Culture and Human opened the same exhibition this time housed at the Blue Penny Museum 
in Port Louis. The exhibition Ile de la Passe, Jewel of Mauritian Heritage / Joyau du 
Patrimoine Mauricien, is to be once more set up at Mahebourg as part of the program to 
commemorate the bicentenary of the Battle of Grand Port in 2010. 

 
The opening at the Blue Penny Museum was also the occasion to launch the Ile de la 

Passe Pocket Guide written by Geoffrey and Françoise Summers. Formatted and printed by 
MSM Co. Ltd, the Pocket Guide is laminated and thus will not be damaged by rain or 
splashing water during the boat trip. The leaflet, Ile de la Passe, Jewel of Mauritian Heritage / 
Joyau du Patrimoine Mauricien, sponsored by the 2007-08 grant from the Mauritius 
Commercial Bank, was reprinted for distribution at the Blue Penny Museum. The map on the 
inside page of the brochure was also printed and laminated as an A3 format which could be 
taken on the boat without fear of damage if wet. 
 

Cleaning, maintenance and monitoring of the islet takes place on a regular basis and 
trips to undertake cleaning and vegetation control are scheduled to take place every 3 or 4 
months. In 2009 the trips were partly financed by the MCB budget but it must be noted that 
the NHF covers the cost of the scheduled trips. Mr Kaviraj Juleeman was responsible for two 
trips, the first in October 2009 and the second in February 2010.  
 
 

The main panel placed near the landing place has not yet been updated but new panels 
will be installed once the jetty is completed and disembarkation of people and material 
facilitated.   
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There was no formal training of local boatmen and guides but when the opportunity 
arose, the project team passed on as much information as possible to boatmen and guides. 
Tourist trails and information panels have not yet been put in place but are included in the 
2010 program.  

 
Other Long Term Goals 
 The long term goals listed below did not form part of the 2008-09 proposal, but there is 
progress towards these goals. 
 
Inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List 
 The target date for inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List was 2010, the 
200th anniversary of the Battle of Grand Port which was fought in August 1810. This 
significant event in Mauritian and world history has the potential to raise international 
awareness of Mauritius and its unrivalled attractions as a tourist destination. The NHF has 
submitted the necessary documentation to the Ministry. Mrs Thannoo who was appointed as 
the Director of the NHF in August 2009 has confirmed that the matter would be followed up 
by the NHF. 
 
Publication of an Illustrated Book on Ile de la Passe 
 Publication of a substantial semi-popular book, with corporate backing will need 
additional time and resources but there is sufficient material and information for its 
production.  
 
August 2010 - 200th anniversary of the Battle of Grand Port  
 It was suggested that events connected with the 200th anniversary of the Battle of 
Grand Port could include the establishment of a Mahébourg Bay Heritage Trail (cultural and 
natural), a major exhibition on the battle in the National History Museum at Mahébourg, a 
brochure to accompany the exhibition, a new pocket guidebook for the Mahébourg Bay area, 
and extensive media coverage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3. 
Restoration work 
such as that carried 
out previously at the 
Upper Battery with 
the help of masons 
from the Aapravasi 
Ghat Trust Fund 
helps preserving the 
monuments. 
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Figure 4. Rubbish left in the Hot Shot Furnace. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 5. Heat from the barbecues set up next to the walls damage the fossilized 
sand blocks. 
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Figure 6. Visit in January 2009 with students from the University of Mauritius 
and a team to clean the islet. 
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Figure 7. In August 2009, Honorable Minister Bunwaree visited the Mahebourg 
Fish Landing Station to discuss issues related to the construction of jetties. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 8. The existing jetty at the Fish Landing Station in August 2009. 



 9

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 9. Visiting Ile de la Passe with students from the University of 
Mauritius and a team to clean the islet in January 2009. 
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Figure 10. The Blue 
Penny Museum at Le 
Caudan, Port Louis. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 11. Dr Anwar 
Janoo setting up the 
bones and shell display at 
the Blue Penny Museum. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 12. Refreshments 
served after the opening. 
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Fig 13. Opening of the Ile de la Passe exhibition by the Honorable Minister 
Bunwaree at the Blue Penny Museum in Februaru 2009. The Ile de la Passe 
Pocket Guide was launched on the same occasion by the Honourable Minister. 
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Figure 14. The Ile de la Passe artefacts are housed at the National History 
Museum in Mahebourg where a small permanent display has been set up on the 
first floor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 15.The display on Ile de la Passe at the Mahebourg National History 
Museum was set up in August 2009. 
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Figure 16. Geoffrey Summers explaining to students from the University of 
Mauritius the importance of archaeological finds from Ile de la Passe. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 17. Students helped preparing artefacts from Ile de la Passe for display at 
the Mahébourg National History Museum. 
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Figure 18. In February 2010 the NHF organised a trip to Ile de la Passe with the 
team of ladies from a small cleaning company based in Plaine Magnien. A 
gardener with his grass cutting machine accompanied the team. Regular cleaning 
operations help to keep the vegetation under control. It must be noted that advice 
is sought from the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation regarding some of the 
vegetation which should not be cut down as it provides refuge for some of the 
reptiles that have been reintroduced on the islet by Dr Nik Cole and his team. The 
Coast Guard once more helped removing the sacs of rubbish collected. 
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Figur 19. Illustrated talk to Form V students at the Emmanuel 
Anquetil School in Mahébourg in February 2010. 

 
 
BENEFICIARIES 

 
Beneficiaries include: 
 

• Local organisations and institutions (MWF, Museums etc). 
• Schools and educational institutions benefiting from the program of public outreach. 
• Local licensed boatmen and guides benefiting from an increased visitor numbers, both 

Mauritian and international. 
• Tourist hotels and tour companies by the provision of a heritage focal point in the 

Mahébourg Bay. 
• Small-scale employment of workmen for maintenance. A very good example is the 

small cleaning company based in Plaine Magnien employing a staff of ladies under the 
leadership of a very dynamic and enterprising director, Stephanie. 

 
 Monitoring and maintenance activities ensure that any negative impact is stopped before 
damage becomes irreversible. Beneficiaries become aware of the importance of protecting 
resources as they come to appreciate these assets as being theirs in their own right for their 
own posterity while also having potential as sources of tourist revenues. 
 

Boatmen, guides, hotels and travel agents have assisted with the distribution of the 
brochure and in 2009 with the sales of the Pocket Guide. 

 
Groups from schools and other educational institutions are being encouraged to visit the 

Museum of Mahébourg where a small permanent exhibition is now is place. In this respect it 
was very sad to hear of the loss of the Acting Director Sunil Nossib, whose enthusiasm and 
dynamism contributed very significantly to the progress and development of the project. 
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The benefits and impacts of the Ile de la Passe Heritage Project to society at large is first 
of all the preservation of the rich Cultural Heritage on Ile de la Passe for future generations of 
Mauritians who will be able to appreciate their heritage and environment. It is also 
contributing significantly to the stock of assets and attractions in southern Mauritius. Local 
communities can hope to enjoy recreation on a clean and safe islet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 19. Ile de la Passe left clean. 

 
 

FUTURE PERSPECTIVES 
 

 The participation of Mauritian volunteers has always been welcome. MCB employees 
and others could participate during the fieldwork campaigns, as well as in cleaning and 
maintenance visits. MCB employees with IT skills or interests in education could participate 
in a range of outreach activities that include web page design and the creation of information 
packs for schools. 
 
 It is anticipated that the Ile de la Passe Heritage Project will continue to bring together 
different organisations each with their particular fields of expertise, such as administration 
and management, ecology or history. This would make significant contributions towards the 
sustainable long-term management of the Cultural Heritage at Ile de la Passe and ensure that it 
fills its rightful place within the rich and unique Natural and Cultural Heritage Landscape of 
the Mahébourg Bay. 
 
 Ile de la Passe project will make an excellent model for the preservation and 
management of other Heritage sites in Mauritius. Activities that increase public awareness can 
be a model for similar programs of monitoring and public outreach. In particular, it is to be 
hoped that the Ile de la Passe model can be adapted and expanded to include other cultural 
and natural assets within the Mahébourg Bay area. 
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APPENDIX I 
 

Ile de la Passe Exhibition 2008-09 
 

PANEL 1 
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PANEL 2 
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PANEL 3 
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PANEL 4 
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PANEL 5 
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PANEL 6 
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PANEL 7 
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PANEL 8 
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PANEL 9 
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PANEL 10 
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APPENDIX II 
 

Photos of Soldiers on Ile de la Passe during WWII 
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APPENDIX III 
 

The Ile de la Passe Table Mat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


